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45 Sustainalytics, “Cobalt ESG Risks Threaten Electric Vehicle Supply Chain,” July 15, 2022: https://www.sustainalytics.com/esg-
research/resource/investors-esg-blog/cobal-esg-risks-threaten-electric-vehicle-supply-chain.
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47 Human Rights Watch, “Overview of the Political Crisis in DR Congo and the Human Rights, Security, and Humanitarian Consequences,” April 9,
2018: https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/09/overview-political-crisis-dr-congo-and-human-rights-security-and-humanitarian

48 Overseas Security Advisory Council, Bureau of Diplomatic Security, U.S. Department of State, “Armed Group’s Advances in Eastern DRC
Threaten Critical Supply Routes,” March 3, 2023: https://www.osac.gov/Content/Report/69b278e-0c27-4c04-a483-20d166b6c424
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50 Kombi, Yassin and Sonia Rolley, “Congo’s M23 rebels take control of Goma Airport, embassies attacked in capital,” Reuters, January 28, 2025:
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/rwanda-backed-congo-rebels-face-pockets-resistance-after-entering-goma-2025-01-28/

51 “As Regional Tensions Rise, M23 Advances Further in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, Top UN Officials Briefing Security Council Urge
Warring Parties to Restart Talks,” United Nations, Press Release, February 19, 2025: https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16000.doc.htm

52 “Security Council urged to support eastern DR Congo peace initiatives,” United Nations, Press Release, April 16, 2025:
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/04/1162351

53 Business and Human Rights Resource Center, “Uganda: More than 2 million children engaged in exploitative labor practices including in
agribusiness & retail sectors, says columnist,” March 16, 2019: https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/uganda-more-than-2-
million-children-engaged-in-exploitative-labour-practices-including-in-agribusinesses-retail-sectors-says-columnist.

54 Human Rights Watch, “Uganda Lagging on Protecting Women Workers,” June 25, 2021: https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/25/uganda-
lagging-protecting-women-workers.
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55 International Crisis Group, Crisis Group Africa Briefing No. 181, “Easing the Turmoil in the Eastern DR Congo and Great Lakes,” May 25, 2022.

56 Human Rights Watch, “Zambia: Workers Detail Abuse in Chinese-Owned Mines,” November 3, 2011:
https://www.hrw.org/2011/11/03/zambia-workers-detail-abuse-chinese-owned-mines.

57 us. Department of Labor, “2021 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor: Zambia.”

58 Council on Foreign Relations, “Zambian Opposition Stalwart Hichilema Secures Big Win in Presidential Elections,” August 17, 2021:
https://www.cfr.org/blog/zambian-opposition-stalwart-hichilema-secures-big-win-presidential-elections

d New York Times, ”“Zambia and its New President Are Still on Their Honeymoon,” September 28, 2022:
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/28/world/africa/zambia-hakainde-hichilema.html
60 5. state Department, Media Note, “The United States Releases Signed Memorandum of Understanding with the Democratic Republic of
Congo and Zambia to Strengthen Electric Vehicle Battery Value Chain,” January 18, 2023: http://www.state.gov/the-united-states-releases-
sighed-memorandum-of-understanding-with-the-democratic-republic-of-congo-and-zambia-to-strengthen-electric-vehicle-battery-value-chain/
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82 Council on Foreign Relations, “Behind Sierra Leone’s Ambitious, Tech-Driven Development Plan,” Valavanis, Adam, October 23, 2019:
http://www.cfr.org/blog/behind-sierra-leones-ambitious-tech-driven-development-plan

63 New York Times, “Protests Turn Deadly in Sierra Leone Over Rising Cost of Living,” Peltier, Elian and Jamie Yaya Barry, August 15, 2022:
http://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/12/world/africa/sierra-leopne-protests.html

64 on call International, “Country Report: Sierra Leone,” May 2022.

85 political Economy Research Institute (PERI), University of Massachusetts Amherst, Modern Conflict, “Conflict Profile: Sierra Leone (1991-
2001).

56 on call International, “Country Report: Togo,” February 2023.
o7 \bid.

8 bid.

69 World Bank, “Country Overview: Togo,” March 31, 2023.

70 on call International.
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72 World Bank, “Maximizing the national green momentum to protect forests in Madagascar,” Nasikiliza blog:
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/nasikiliza/maximizing-national-green-momentum-protect-forests-madagascar

73 Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, “Madagascar and Indian Ocean Islands — Threats”: https://www.cepf.net/our-work/biodiversity-
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